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People in H&s
Malcolm Devore

More than forty years ago, Malcolm
M. Devore chose Haskins & Sells with
a systematic determination that is characteristic of the partner who today coordinates the Firm's practice in the
United States with quiet efficiency.
It was 1929, and business was headed
for trouble. He had graduated in June
from the University of California at
Berkeley, but had missed the ceremonies because he was touring Japan with
the varsity baseball team, on which
he had played second base for three
years. He asked an uncle, an officer of
a leading San Francisco bank, to find
out which was the best national public
accounting firm in San Francisco. The
word came back it was Haskins & Sells,
so he applied there, and there only.
He waited until the following busy
season for an opening and reported for
work on January 2, 1930, taking college
courses and temporary work meanwhile.
One job that had helped see him
through college was distributing the
San Francisco Chronicle to newsboys,
which meant getting up at 3:30 daily.
A second job kept him up till midnight
twice a week. Inevitably, one day he
fell asleep at the wheel of his news
truck and hit a fire hydrant. His supervisor advised blaming the steering
mechanism; otherwise he might lose
his job and have to leave college. He
took counsel with himself for 24 hours
and decided to tell the police the truth,
though as it happened they never investigated. "It was a turning point,"
he recalls. "I never had trouble with
moral decisions after that experience."
Those nights without much sleep
would stand Malcolm in good stead
when World War II left the Firm
shorthanded. By then he was in the
Los Angeles Office. He had gone down
temporarily in 1939 to work under
Weldon Powell on the National Funding Corporation of California engagement, where he displayed such resourcefulness and intelligence that a
permanent transfer was arranged. He
was appointed principal in 1940 and
was admitted to partnership on June

1, 1945. He was in charge of the Los
Angeles Office from 1957 to 1961.
His next transfer, twenty-one eventful years after the first, came about
similarly after temporary assignment.
One of his partners, since retired, had
suggested to him that he was needed in
the Executive Office. "You know," Malcolm replied, "I am a native Calif ornian; I love my state and the Los
Angeles Office, and my family loves
California. But if I am needed in the
EO, then I shall go."
Shortly thereafter, John Queenan,
who had been nominated president of
the American Institute of CPAs, asked
Malcolm to help in the administration
of the Firm during his presidency. The
Devores came to New York for a year,
but as Mr. Queenan explains, "Malcolm
made himself so useful around here
that he's been here ever since."
He continued, nevertheless, to vacation in the West. Very much a family man, he and his wife, Edythe, and
their children went fishing together in
the high Sierras virtually every summer
for fifteen years. Today, son Paul is a
principal in charge of the Medford
Office and Robert is on the San Francisco staff. Daughter Meredith is Mrs.
Kent B. Lombard of San Jose, California. Overall there are eleven grandchildren, all clamoring for bedtime
stories when Malcolm comes to visit.
The years in Los Angeles had been
years of growth, as indeed all of Malcolm Devore's life has been and continues to be. He remembers his early
mentor, Weldon Powell, as "the finest
mind in public accounting in our generation. No one could work with him
without the greatest respect and desire
to emulate him." It was Weldon Powell
who encouraged him to become active
in professional societies. He served the
California CPA Society and the American Institute of CPAs on committees,
becoming president in California in
1957-58 and vice president of the Institute in 1965-66. He has also been
active in his home communities in Los
Angeles and now Greenwich, Connecticut, particularly in church affairs in

which he has always had a deep interest. He was chairman of a citizens
committee that studied the Los Angeles
fire and police department pension system for five years, presenting a comprehensive report which received wide
publicity and warm praise. He also had
a taste of politics as treasurer in two
campaigns of Norris Poulson for Mayor
of Los Angeles.
For Malcolm Devore, systematic and
determined accomplishment has been
a pattern of life. Some years ago he
took up the piano to help him relax, but
has had to set it aside until retirement
from active practice next year. Then
he plans to go at it again, probably
relying on inner discipline rather than
lessons.
He took up golf in his forties, and
within ten years had won the i960

AICPA Spring Council meeting tournament in Clearwater, Florida with 80
gross, having birdied the three par-five
holes. The next day he scored an eagle
on one of them.
He and Mrs. Devore have found that
by getting up a half-hour earlier they
can do a lot of reading they have wanted
to get done. Books that came to his
mind in a recent interview were Eric
Hoffer's Ordeal of Change, Will Durant's Lessons of History, Men to Match
My Mountains by Irving Stone and all
of John W. Gardner's books.
He wants to learn more about plants
and trees when he retires, and maybe
astronomy will be added. "We will
want variety," he says. There will be
time again for fly fishing, an old interest that he has pursued around the
world. When he supervised the General

Motors engagement for three years
from 1962 to 1964, Mr. and Mrs. Devore traveled to Europe, South America, South Africa, Australia, the Philippines and Japan. They found time to
take some of the fabled big rainbow
trout from Lakes Taupo and Okataina
in New Zealand as well as in the rivers
of Chile in South America.
Looking back, Malcolm Devore finds
that each year has seemed to him as
more interesting than the preceding
one, until in recent years he has arrived at the most rewarding of all his
experiences, the chance to associate
again with the younger people of the
Firm. Speaking to the senior accountants at Skytop last spring, he drew on
the life of St. Francis of Assisi and St.
Paul's first letter to the Corinthians
("Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels . . . [and] could remove mountains, and have not love, I
am nothing"). To a hushed audience
he was returning to a favorite theme:
concern for others—for clients and for
the people who make up Haskins &
Sells. It's a concern he thinks he acquired in his early religious training in
California, and it may explain a tolerance of many points of view that has
characterized his mature years. His unfailing tact and ability to see all sides of
an issue are believed to have had much
to do with his appointment as chairman of two diverse groups in recent
years, the American Institute's committee which studied the question of an
auditor's independence when he concurrently renders management advisory
services, and the Board of Directors of
the Laymen's Movement for a Christian
World.
In any case, he is open to suggestions
from whatever quarter they come, and
a retired partner formerly in charge of
one of our offices recently remarked,
"You can talk straight with a man like
that, because his motives are above suspicion." One further trait of Mr. Devore has been reassuring to his friends:
while he may seem never to lose things
in his mind, he has been known to misplace them in his desk.
•

